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PREFACE. 

Discussions on the various questions of 
Religion have ever been, and still are, matters 
of inevitable necessity. On the subject of 
religious controversy numerous works of deep 
research and intrinsic merit have of late issued 
from the press, but most of these however are so 
diffuse and expensive as to make them almost 
useless to the generality of readers. The present 
little book professes to be only a compilation from 
other works, blended with some original matter. 

The Roman Catholic and Protestant Churches 
have been so much engaged in controversy, 
and the differences amongst themselves have 
demanded so much of their attention, that until 
lately they have had no time for inquiries respect- 
ing the Orthodox Christians. Scarcely any books 
exist in the English language which treat the 
subject faithfully, the only information hitherto 
obtainable being through newspaper reports or 
articles written by travellers, both of which are 
full of incorrect statements ; it is, therefore, to be 
hoped that the present little work may help to 
remove the general ignorance that prevails in 
this country as to the claims of the Holy 
Orthodox Church. 
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SHORT HISTORY OF RELIGION. 



History before Christ. 

In the beginning God created heaven and 
earth — the sun, the moon, the stars y the plants, 
trees and animals, and lastly He made Man in 
His own image and likeness. He placed Adam 
and'Eve in the Garden of Paradise, but owing to 
their sin of disobedience, God's punishment 
came upon them and all their descendants. 

Cain and Abel, the sons of our first parents, 
offered sacrifice to God, who was pleased with 
that of Abel, but not with that of Cain. Cain 
being angry at this, killed his brother, and was 
cursed by God for this crime. The descendants 
of Cain became so wicked that God destroyed the 
degenerate race of Adam by a universal deluge 
(b.c. about 2350), except Noah and his Family, 
for which favour he erected an altar, and offered 
a burnt sacrifice to the Lord, who in return 
blessed him and his sons, and promised that 

1 
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2 THE PRIMITIVE 

" the waters should no more become a flood to 
destroy all flesh." (Gen. ix. i j.) 

Noah's descendants became very numerous, 
and built the Tower of Babel which they in- 
tended should reach to heaven, but God con- 
founded their language, so that they were obliged 
to desist. 

After this God chose Abraham (b.c. 1920), 
and promised that Jesus Christ should be born 
of his posterity, and distinguished his descend- 
ants the Jews from all other nations. 

Joseph, the son of the patriarch Jacob was 
sold by his brothers into Egypt, as a slave, and 
ultimately became king over that country, and 
saved it from the dreadful seven years' famine. 
Before his death he pronounced this prophecy 
regarding the Redeemer — " The sceptre shall not 
pass from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh come ; and unto Him shall the 
gathering of the people be." (Gen. xlix. 10.) 

After Joseph's death the Israelites became a 
great people, but were reduced to slavery by the 
Egyptians under Pharoah, but God commissioned 
Moses to deliver them from bondage, and con* 
duct them to Mount Sinai, where God, amidst 
thunder and lightning, gave them the Ten Com- 
mandments, written on two tables of stone, and 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST. 3 

after Moses' death, conducted them into the 
Promised Land, or Palestine, which was divided 
amongst the twelve tribes. For more than four 
hundred years the people of Israel were ruled 
by the High Priests, who had supreme authority 
over them, but they subsequently desired a king, 
so God appointed them Saul, then David, and 
afterwards Solomon, David's son. 

Solomon was a wise and great king, and 
built a magnificent temple to the Lord in Jeru- 
salem (about iooo b.c). The Sanctuary, or 
Holy of Holies, was overlaid with plates of 
the purest gold \ and in it was kept the Ark of 
the Covenant, which contained the two tables of 
laws written by God Himself. The High- 
priest was the only person who was allowed to 
enter the Sanctuary. The people of Israel had 
no other Temple, nor was anyone permitted to 
offer up sacrifice in any place. 

After Solomon's death his kingdom was 
divided into the kingdoms of Judah and Israel. 
The latter abandoned the religion of their fathers 
and fell into idolatry, building for themselves a 
temple at Samaria. God chastised the people 
for their wickedness, and Nebuchadnezzar took 
Jerusalem, pillaged the Temple, and sent the 
sacred vessels to Babylon j but the kingdom of 

i * 
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4 THE PRIMITIVE 

Judah was not destroyed for ever like the king- 
dom of Israel, that had forsaken the religion of 
their fathers. These severe judgments of God 
did not come upon the people unexpectedly, for 
at various times He sent the Prophets Elias, 
Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel, to 
warn them to repentance, and to prophesy of the 
the Redeemer who was to come ; and centuries 
before Christ we read in their books of all the 
circumstances of His life and sufferings, His 
teachings, His miracles, His passion, His death 
and His resurrection, the sending of the Holy 
Ghost, the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
establishment and splendour of the Christian 
Church. 

History op Christ. 

The predictions of the Prophets were accom- 
plished, Jesus Christ, the Son of (rod, and Re- 
deemer of the World, was born in a stable at 
Bethlehem, of Mary, a virgin, descended from 
the royal family of David. His birth was an- 
nounced by angels to the shepherds at Beth- 
lehem, and by a star to the wise men in the 
East. Herod, the cruel king, tried to find the 
Divine infant to kill him, but Joseph, the foster- 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST. j 

father of Jesus fled with Him and His mother 
to Egypt till after the death of Herod. When 
He was twelve years' old He went with His 
parents to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover, 
and remained there three days. At the age of 
thirty He went into the river Jordan to be bap- 
tized by John the Baptist, when the Holy Ghost 
descended upon Him in the shape of a dove, 
and a voice came from Heaven saying, " This is 
my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.'* 
(Matt. iii. 17} 

Jesus then retired into the desert, and after 
having fasted and prayed there forty days and 
forty nights began to preach the Gospel. He 
travelled about the towns and villages, proving 
His divine mission by miracles and prophecies. 
He selected from His followers twelve men 
whom He called His apostles or messengers — 
they were chosen from the lowest class of people, 
poor, unknown, and unlearned. These were to 
be witnesses of His doctrine and works, and 
after His ascension into heaven to preach what 
they had seen and heard of Him to all nations. 

Jesus did many marvellous things among the 
Jews, restoring sight to the blind, making the 
lame to walk, and raising the dead to life. But 
He had many enemies, especially among the 
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O THE PRIMITIVE 

Scribes and Pharisees, who sought to put Him to 
death. Resigned to the will of His heavenly 
Father, Jesus knew that His bitter passion was 
at hand, and whilst in conformity with the Jewish 
law He was eating the Passover with His disciples 
He instituted the Holy Eucharist, where, under 
the form of bread and wine, He gives Himself 
truly to us for the nourishment of our souls. 
After the last supper Jesus continued speaking 
to His apostles, and promised that when He was 
gone to heaven, He would send for their com- 
forter the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, who 
would teach them all things and abide with them 
for ever. 

After this Jesus departed to the Mount of 
Olives to pray, and was betrayed by Judas, 
brought before Pontius Pilate, and condemned to 
be crucified. As was foretold by the prophets, 
Jesus was conducted to Mount Calvary like one 
of the greatest criminals, crucified between two 
thieves, and His garments divided amongst the 
soldiers. 

It was on Good Friday at three o'clock in the 
afternoon that Jesus expired, after hanging on 
the Cross for three hours. In order to assure 
themselves that He was dead one of the soldiers 
opened His side with a spear, and immediately 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST. 7 

there came out blood and water. His body was 
taken down from the cross, placed in a new 
sepulchre, and He arose before sunrise on the 
third day. 

He instructed His disciples to go into the whole 
world to preach the Gospel and baptize, and to 
forgive people their sins, promising to be with 
them to the end of the world. Finally, on the 
fortieth day after His resurrection, He led His 
disciples to the Mount of Olives, blessed them, 
and ascended in their sight up to heaven. 



History aftbr Christ. 

After the ascension of our Lord, His disciples 
returned to Jerusalem, expecting the coming of 
the Holy Ghost, whom He had promised to 
send to them from the Father. On the tenth 
day there came a mighty sound from heaven, 
and the form of a fiery tongue over each of them, 
and they were filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak divers languages. 

The Apostles preached the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ with great vigour, doing many 
miracles. The Jews were greatly exasperated at 
this, and stoned St. Stephen to death, and forbade 
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8 THE PRIMITIVE 

tbe others to preach in the name of Jesus, but 
no earthly power could prevent the spreading of 
Christ's doctrine. 

The new converts in Jerusalem and neighbour- 
hood formed the first Christian community called 
the Church, and to it St. Luke tells us "the 
Lord added daily such as should be saved/* 
(Acts ii. 47.) The Apostle St. James was the 
first bishop (a.d. 32) 3 afterwards Symeon (a.d. 
62) -, and then Justus (a.d. 104) ; and so others 
in unbroken succession down to the present 
patriarch, Irotheus I. (a.d. 1876.) 

The Apostles were the rulers of the Church 
as Christ had ordained, they taught, baptized, and 
administered the other sacraments, and they 
managed all ecclesiastical affairs and governed 
the community. 

Although many Jews embraced Christianity 
some of them remained hardened, therefore, God 
permitted the punishment he had threatened them 
with to be inflicted upon them, Jerusalem was 
destroyed and the Temple burnt by the Romans. 
Thousands of Jews were killed, and the rest 
were banished from their country and dispersed 
all over the world, and are living witnesses of 
the Divine judgment. 

Poor and persecuted, the Apostles continued 
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CHURCH OP CHRIST. 9 

to preach Christianity, and thirty years had 
scarcely elapsed before there were Christian com- • 
munities in nearly all parts. Over these Churches 
the Apostles placed bishops (or patriarchs) to 
whom they communicated their powers by 
prayers and the imposition of hands, and whom 
they appointed their successors and substitutes ; 
these again communicating such powers to the 
priests. 

The Pagans were alarmed at the rapid spread 
of the Christian religion, and the faithful suffered 
at their hands the most cruel tortures and death, 
and the numbers who suffered martyrdom were 
immense, including St. Peter and St. Paul at 
Rome. 

Had Christianity been the work of man it 
would certainly have been extirpated, but being 
the work of Jesus it took deeper and deeper 
root in all directions. The cross that bad hitherto 
been the sign of the greatest ignominy now 
became a sign of victory and honour. Its form 
appeared everywhere where Christianity prevailed, 
and the early Christians crossed themselves at all 
times as a symbol of their faith, and to show by 
that simple act that they were not ashamed to be 
publicly known as Christ's followers. About 
this time Constantine the Great embraced Christi- 
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lO THE PRIMITIVE 

anity, and founded the City of Constantinople. 
He built many splendid churches, and showed 
marks of great honour and distinction to the 
clergy (a.d. 330). The Russians also became 
converted, and they have worthily kept to this day 
the primitive faith as it was taught to them 
through the Greeks (a.d. 867). 

The Church had now other troubles to con- 
tend with, namely, the schisms and heresies 
which sprang up at different times and places, 
their adherents leaving the Orthodox (dpd&c, right 
or true) Church, and forming separate com- 
munions or sects, which were named after their 
founders ; as the Arians, Nestorians, Eutychians, 
Pelagians, &c. These heretics often succeeded 
in gaining the favour of princes and emperors, 
who sometimes cruelly oppressed and persecuted 
the faithful. 

In the same manner as the Apostles had for- 
merly assembled at the Church at Jerusalem in 
order to settle such differences as had arisen in 
matters of religion (Acts xv. 6), so now also the 
patriarchs and bishops, their successors, called 
at various times an (Ecumenical or General 
Council when there were disputes to settle, and 
whose decisions being governed as at first by the 
Holy Ghost, should be received as binding by 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST. II 

all the faithful. One of the most famous 
Councils is that of Nice in Bithynia, which was 
held in a.d. $*$. Three hundred and eighteen 
bishops were assembled there. 

During this period God illuminated His 
Church by many holy and learned men, who 
gloriously defended the true doctrine. They 
compiled and settled the forms of Church 
prayers, and abridged the liturgy; wrote com- 
mentaries and explanations of the Holy Scrip- 
tures and other works for the guidance of the 
Church -, such were St Athanasius, Archbishop 
of Alexandria (d. a.d. 373), St. Basil the Great, 
Archbishop of Caesarea (d. a.d. 379), St. 
Gregory Nazianzen (d. a.d. 389), and St John, 
surnamed Chrysostom, that is, Golden Mouth 
(d. a.d. 407), both Archbishops (or Patriarchs) 
of Constantinople, St. Cyril, Archbishop of 
Jerusalem (d. a.d. 386), and many others. The 
hermits and monks also at this period shone as 
models. These pious Christians fled from the 
seductive pleasures of the world to prepare them- 
selves in solitude by prayer and self-denial for a 
happy death. A cavern in a rock or a hut made 
of branches was their abode, the bare ground or 
a few leaves their bed, roots and herbs were their 
food, and water was their drink. St. Anthony 
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12 THE PRIMITIVE 

(d. a.d. 556) is called the Patriarch of Monks, 
having built the first monastery. 

The Gospel was now being preached every- 
where. As soon as the missionaries got a foot- 
ing in a country they erected monasteries, from 
which sanctuaries of religion they sent holy men 
to spread the seeds of Christianity over the 
country ; they established schools, and taught 
the barbarians to leave off their savage customs, 
and follow useful and peaceful occupations. 
Christianity was also preached in England by 
St. Augustin in a.d. 597. 

This tranquil state of affairs, however, was not 
destined to continue. The branch of the Chris- 
tian Church at Rome, presided over by their 
bishop, Pope Leo IX., had for some time past 
given great uneasiness by their innovations and 
haughtiness to the Mother Church of the East, 
and in the middle of the eleventh century Michael 
Cerularius, Patriarch of Constantinople, censured 
the Latins for their novelties as regards the 
procession of the Holy Ghost, the use of un- 
leavened bread in the Holy Eucharist, their 
observation of the Sabbath, and their fasting on 
Saturdays like the Jews \ to which Pope Leo IX. 
replied, on behalf of the Latins, trying to defend 
their innovations, and interposing at the same time 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST. 13 

with the alleged authority of his see over all the 
Other patriarchs. He likewise had the un- 
warrantable presumption to excommunicate the 
Patriarch of Constantinople, by his legatees, in 
the Church of St. Sophia, on July 16, 1054. Of 
course, the Pope had no power whatever to do 
such a thing, and this last heretical act of the 
Romans so shocked the Greeks that the two 
Churches have ever since been separated from 
each other's communion, the Orthodox Church 
continuing her even and peaceful course to the 
present time, maintaining her doctrines, rites, 
and ceremonies pure and unaltered, as she was 
originally constituted by Christ Himself, the 
Apostles, and early Fathers, not allowing her 
antiquity and purity to be in the least affected by 
the alterations and additions of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

The Latins, however, did not prosper after 
alienating themselves from the Mother Church, 
and soon further quarrels began amongst them- 
selves. In the beginning of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, Martin Luther, an Augustinian monk, began 
by exclaiming against the abuses which were 
practised in the Church of Rome, and especially 
at the scandal caused by the indulgences granted 
by Pope Leo X., and the supreme power he 
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14 THE PRIMITIVE 

claimed as head over all the Churches. Had he 
confined his attention to remedying the abuses 
which had crept into the Western Church since 
her schism with the Orthodox Church, and 
directed the people's attention back to the pure 
doctrine of their forefathers, he would have been 
justly entitled to the title " Reformer ;" but in 
pursuance of his wrong views he rejected many 
articles of faith which the Church had received 
from Christ and His Apostles. He discarded 
the presence of Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist, 
fasting, confession, prayers for the dead, and 
many other pious practices. He taught that the 
decisions of the (Ecumenical Councils and the 
teachings of the early Fathers and learned 
doctors were to be entirely rejected. He ad- 
vised princes that they had the right to throw 
open the monasteries and convents, and to con- 
fiscate their property and seize their revenues -, and 
he finally broke the vow of chastity, which he had 
solemnly made as a monk, and committed the 
double sacrilege of taking Catherine de Bore, a 
nun, for his wife. Luther boasted that he took 
his doctrine from the Bible, but being misled 
by the false rule of private judgment, without 
regard to the traditions of the Church, and what 
the ancient Fathers had written in the interpreta- 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST. IjJ 

tion of the Holy Scriptures, he soon fell into 
the most palpable errors. Thus he asserted that 
"man has no free will, and consequently can 
neither keep the commandments nor avoid evil " 
(De Servo Arbitrio), " that sin does not condemn 
man provided he firmly believe.*' (Epist. ad 
Melancht. an 152 1. De Captivit Babyl. torn it. 
fol. 284.) In short he declared good works to 
be almost useless, and that man is justified and 
saved by faith alone. Nevertheless, he soon 
obtained many followers. The thoughtless mul- 
titude were very much pleased with such easy 
doctrines, which allowed them to lead a life free 
from external religious observances and obliga- 
tions ; and covetous princes found nothing more 
conformable to their wishes than the suppression 
of churches and monasteries, the appropriation of 
their revenues, and entire freedom from the cen- 
sure of the Protestant clergy for their dissolute 
acts. The pictures of the crucified Redeemer 
and His saints, master-pieces of art, were hewn 
in pieces 3 altars were shattered — nay, even the 
graves were ransacked, and the bones of the 
saints trampled upon. 

As with all human productions, so it fared with 
the doctrine of Luther $ it became antiquated, it 
altered and changed, people wanted further 
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l6 THE PRIMITIVE 

novelties; sects upon sects arose; Baptists, 
Presbyterians, Calvinists, Episcopalians, Quakers, 
Methodists, Plymouth Brethren, Moravians, Uni- 
tarians, Congregationalists, Irvingites, Sweden- 
borgians, and others too numerous to mention. 
The main body of Protestants themselves being 
divided, in England, into High Church or 
Ritualists, Broad Church and Low Church. 
Each one of these sects left the Protestant Church 
and presumed after the manner of Luther to 
reform the Faith, but their misguided endeavours 
met with the same failure as his. At last, as the 
result of all this, impious free-thinkers in 
England, France and Germany, carried their 
presumption to the highest pitch, and under the 
pretence of enlightening mankind, wrote pam- 
phlets and books sparkling with witticism and 
satire in which religion was scoffed at and 
calumniated, and " reason " proclaimed as the 
Supreme Being. 

Thus we have surveyed the history of religion 
in a very small compass and seen how those 
churches and sects who have alienated them- 
selves from the Mother Church of the East have 
been divided and sub-divided amongst themselves 
to the scandal and shame of the Christian 
religion; and we have seen how the Holy 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST. 17 

Orthodox Church, which never changes, has 
kept on her peaceful way century by century to 
the present day. Poor, persecuted, and oppressed, 
as were her divine founders, she still flourishes 
amongst one hundred millions of Christians. 



Op the Trinity. 

Orthodox. 

The glorious evangelical faith teaches us that 
God is one in. substance in Three Persons, and 
that the Father is unbegotten, and that the Son 
is begotten of the Father unutterably before all 
eternity, and that they must be adored and 
worshipped with the same undivided worship 
and adoration. — Orth. Doc, p. 95. 

Roman Catholic. 

There are three Persons in God : the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. They have one 
and the same individual nature and substance ; 
all Three Persons are from eternity $ all three 
are equally powerful $ all three are but one God. 
—Cat. Cath. Rel, pp. 89, 91. 

Protestant. 
There is but one living and true God, ever- 
lasting, without body, parts or passions $ and in 

2 
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1 8 THE PRIMITIVE 

unity of this Godhead there be Three Persons, of 
one substance, power and eternity, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. — Art. i. 

The most perfect Agreement exists in the 
three Churches, respecting this doctrine, which 
is the fundamental tenet of the Christian faith. 



Of the Son op God. 

Orthodox. 

The only begotten Son came down from 
Heaven, was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of 
the Virgin Mary, and while He was true and 
perfect God, became true and perfect Man. — Orth. 
Doc, p. in. 

Roman Catholic. 

Jesus Christ as the second Person of the Most 
Blessed Trinity is the only true and real Son of 
God, i.e. Son of God from eternity, of one nature 
and substance with God the Father. He took 
His human nature from Mary the purest of 
Virgins. — Cat Cath. ReL, pp. 104, 114. 

Protestant. 

The Son which is the Word of the Father 
begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very 
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and eternal God, and of one substance with the 
Father, took man's nature in the womb of the 
Blessed Virgin, of her substance, so that two 
whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the 
Godhead and Manhood were joined together 
in one Person. — Art. ii. 

The three Churches are also agreed on this 
doctrine. 



Of the Holy Ghost. 

Orthodox. 

The Holy Ghost is God, of the same substance 
with the Father and the Son. The Son and the 
Holy Ghost immediately and equally have their 
origin of the Father — the Son as being begotten, 
and the Holy Ghost as proceeding. The Holy 
Ghost is therefore true and very God.— Orth. 
Confess., p. 70. 

Roman Catholic. 

The Holy Ghost is the third Person of the 
Blessed Trinity, true God with the Father and 
the Son. The Holy Ghost proceeds from the 
Father and the Son as from one source. — Cat. 
Cath. Rel., pp. 127, 128. 

2* 
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Protestant. 

The Holy Ghost proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, is of one substance, majesty and 
glory with the Father and the Son, very and 
eternal God. — Art. v. 

The Filioque controversy has now continued 
for 900 years, and been the principal means of 
completing the great schism between the East 
and the West. 

The Orthodox Church maintains that the 
Western doctrine is heretical, and that the Holy 
Spirit proceeds from the Father and not from the 
Son in the same sense. She asserts that the 
doctrine of the double procession contradicts the 
first article of all true religion, that there is but 
one God ; because it necessarily implies the 
existence of two First Principles. 

It is admitted by all that the procession of 
the Spirit from the Son is nowhere asserted in 
the Scriptures j nor did any of the early Fathers 
teach it as an Apostolic tradition ; nor did any 
undisputed CEcumenical Synod decree it — but 
that the First and Second General Councils drew 
up that Confession of Faith known as the 
Nicene Creed (without the addition), that the 
Third received and accepted it as a sound confes- 
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sionj that the Fourth received, accepted, and 
decreed that henceforth it should remain unalter- 
ed and be received as the Universal Creed of the 
Catholic Church. It is also well known that 
the doctrine was first clearly and emphatically 
taught in Spain — that the words "and the Son M 
were first added by the Council of Toledo, in 
a.d. 589, — that it was received in France and 
Italy, — and after a struggle of 600 years, was 
finally decided by Papal authority to be the true 
doctrine. 

This controversy seems never to have attracted 
the attention of the Protestant Reformers. They 
had been taught to receive it as an undoubted 
truth and it consequently found expression in 
the prayers and formularies of the Protestant 
Communion. It must be conceded that the 
insertion of the clause is canonically indefensible, 
and that the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
Churches cannot consistently insist on retaining 
in their formularies, as a necessary article of 
faith, a doctrine which is not contained in Holy 
Scripture, nor handed down by the universal 
consent of the Primitive Church. 

Mark, Metropolitan of Ephesus, spoke at the 
Council of Florence (March 17, 1438)5 and 
adducing one by one the passages of the Gospel 
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and Apostles, and the decrees of the Councils, 
and the testimonies of the Fathers, showed how 
the authority of Scripture and the doctrine of the 
ancient Church confirms the dogma confessed in 
all its purity by the Orthodox Church, and 
refuted the newly-invented doctrine of the 
Church of Rome. Here is an extract from his 
speech : — " First of all, God the word Himself, 
the first Divine and Teacher of Divines in His 
last discourse with His Disciples, told them 
when imparting to them the secrets of theology, 
'When the Comforter is come, whom I will 
send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit 
of Truth which proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall testify of me.' (John xv. 26.) Here by 
three expressions our Saviour has placed the 
three Divine Persons in their relation to each 
other ; of the Spirit, he says 'When He is 
come' of Himself with the Father, 'Whom I 
will send unto you from the Father,' then of the 
Father alone ' Which proceedeth from the 
Father/ See you not a strict exactness in this 
Divine doctrine ? The words when . . . come 
show the freedom and superior dignity of the 
Spirit. When He says, 'Whom I will send 
unto you from the Father/ then he shows His 
own and His Father's will of sending the Holy 
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Ghost. But when he says ' Which proceedeth 
from the Father,' He shows the cause of the 
Spirit from which He takes His existence. Why 
then did not the Lord say after mentioning Him- 
self, and attributing to Himself and the Father 
the mission of the Holy Ghost, why did He not 
say of His procession, * Which proceedeth from 
Us ? ' He would undoubtedly have said so 
if He had avowed the procession of the Holy 
Ghost from Himself also. Christ's disciple 
Paul writes in his Epistle to the Corinthians, 
' Now we have received, not the Spirit of the 
World, but the Spirit which is of God.' (i. Cor. 
ii, 12.) Let no one suppose that in this text 
one can imply the Son under the name of 
God." 

It is well known that even in the ninth century 
Pope Leo III. forbade any such addition, and 
even had the Nicoeo-Constantinopolitan Creed 
engraved on two silver tablets in Greek and 
Latin without the addition. A great Protestant 
historian says of the addition, " Filioque was a 
glaring interpolation." — (Mosheim's Eccles. 
Hist, vol. i., p. 379. 
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Of thb Holt Scriptures. 

Orthodox. 

In the study of the Divine Scriptures thou 
findest the very far-shining truth j thou knowest 
the Commandments of God, and in keeping 
them thou art virtuous. Thou learnest the dog- 
mas of the Faith, and by thus thinking thou art 
Orthodox. The Canonical Books of the Old 
and New Testament are called the First Prin- 
ciples of the Faith and the Fountains of Salva- 
tion. — Treas. Orth., pp. no, 143. 

Roman Catholic. 

The Holy Scripture is a collection of Books 
which were written by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost and acknowledged by the Church 
as the Word of God. It is divided into the 
Old and New Testament.— Cat. Cath. Rel., p. 70. 

Protestant. 

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary 
to salvation, so that whatsoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required 
of any man that it should be believed as an 
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article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or 
necessary to salvation. — Art. vi. 

In all countries where the Orthodox Reli- 
gion prevails the Scriptures are circulated 
and taught generally in the schools, in the lan- 
guage understood by the people, and their private 
reading is strongly recommended. This also is 
the teaching of the Protestant Church. The 
Roman Catholic Church, however, only recog- 
nizes the Latin translation known as the Vulgate 
(translated from the Greek about a.d. 400), and 
does not advocate its being read in any other 
language, which practically amounts to a prohibi- 
tion of its general private perusal, as only the 
learned understand Latin sufficiently for this 
purpose. 

Pope Leo XII. in an Encyclical, dated May 3, 
1824, addresses the Latin Bishops thus, " We 
exhort you to turn away your flocks from these 
pernicious pastures (of vernacular Bibles). Be 
persuaded that if the Sacred Scriptures be 
everywhere indiscriminately published, more evil 
than advantage will arise thence, because of the 
rashness of men." 

The passion for vernacular translations of the 
Scriptures was met by the Roman Church with 
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less than her usual tact : she strove to repress it, 
failed, and the concession was at last made with 
a bad grace 5 whereas the Orthodox Church has 
always assisted and encouraged it. 



Of the Sacraments. 

Orthodox. 

Our Church has Seven Sacraments in the New 
Testament — Holy Baptism, The Great Anoint- 
ing or Confirmation, the Holy Eucharist, Matri- 
mony, Ordination, Repentance, and the Anoint- 
ing of the Sick. — Orth. Doc., p. 142. 

Roman Catholic. 

There are Seven Sacraments — Baptism, Con- 
firmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, Extreme 
Unction, Holy Orders, and Matrimony. — Cat. 
Cath, Rel., p. 248. 

Protestant. 

How many Sacraments hath Christ ordained 
in His Church > Two only, as generally neces- 
sary to salvation, that is to say 5 Baptism and the 
Supper of the Lord. — Catechism. 
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While the three Churches are all agreed upon 
the nature of a sacrament or mystery — the 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches acknow- 
ledge seven, whereas the Protestant Church 
acknowledges only two— the latter restricting the 
application of the name Sacrament by adding to 
their definition, the phrase " ordained by Christ 
Himself," or words to that effect, and as being 
"generally necessary to salvation." Thus it 
will be seen that the two first-named Churches 
have always held seven Sacraments ; which proves 
that the doctrine is as old as the Christian Church 
itself. 



Holy Baptism. 

Orthodox. 

Holy Baptism is a Sacrament in which when 
the body is bathed in water, the soul is washed 
by the blood of Christ. — Orth. Doc, p. 140. 

Roman Catholic. 

' Baptism is a sacrament in which by water and 
the Word of God we are cleansed from all sin, 
and regenerated and sanctified in Christ. — Cat. 
Cath. Rel., p. 252. 
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Protestant. 

What is the outward visible sign or form in 
Baptism ? Water, wherein the person is baptized. 
In my Baptism I was made a member of Christ, 
a child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
of Heaven. — Catechism. 

In the Protestant Church Baptism is not 
allowed to be performed in any case by an unor- 
dained person (vide Hook's Church Die, and 
Wheatley), but both the Orthodox and Roman 
Catholic Churches allow it to be performed in 
cases of emergency by a midwife, the father of 
the child, or one who is simply a Christian. The 
Orthodox Church adopts trine immersion, i.e., once 
at the name of each Person of the Trinity, the 
more fully to express that sacred mystery $ this 
was the general practice of the Primitive Church, 
whilst the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
Churches merely sprinkle the water over the 
forehead, the former three times, and the latter 
once. The Orthodox Church has always adopted 
immersion, because we read that « Christ was 
baptized of John in Jordan .... And 
straightway coming up out of the water." 
(Mark i. 9, 10.) 
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Confirmation $ or, The Great Anointing. 

Orthodox. 

Chrism, or Unction, is a Sacrament in which 
by the anointing of the members of the body 
by sweet scented oil, the spiritual ointment is 
poured on the Person baptized, that is, the gifts 
of the Holy Ghost — Orth. Doc., p. 145. 

Roman Catholic. 

The Bishop makes the sign of the Cross with 
Holy Chrism upon the forehead of each one. 
The oil signifies the inward strength which we 
receive for the combat against the enemies of our 
salvation.— Cat. Cath. Rel., p. 258. 

Protestant. 

The Holy Chrism is not made use of in this 
Church, but Confirmation is performed by the 
Bishop, or a minister appointed by him. 

The Orthodox Church according to ancient 
usage performs the Sacrament of Confirmation 
immediately after Baptism, and not according to 
the modern method by the imposition of hands 
at a later time, as in the Roman Catholic and 
Protestant Churches. We find in Scripture that 
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St. Paul first baptized the Ephesians and then 
confirmed them immediately afterwards (Acts 
xix. 5, 6.), and this was the universal practice of 
the Primitive Church. 

As young children are cleansed from the pol- 
lution of original sin in Holy Baptism and 
endowed with the graces of the Holy Spirit by 
the Unction and imposition of hands which 
follows immediately after, they are esteemed by 
the Orthodox Church to be the fittest subjects for 
participating in the Holy Eucharist ; therefore on 
ordinary occasions, young children, representatives 
of the congregation, communicate with the Priest 
and Deacon. These need no special preparation, 
but adults, or even children who are old enough 
to be reasonably regarded as responsible agents 
are not admitted without previous fasting, confes- 
sion, and absolution. 

" Now He which stablisheth us with you in 
Christ) and hath anointed us, is God. Who 
hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of 
the Spirit in our hearts." (2 Cor. i. 21, 22.) 
£t. Cyprian says €€ It is necessary that he who 
has been baptized should be, moreover, anointed 5 
in order that having received the Chrism, that is 
the unction, he may be anointed in God, and 
possess the grace of Christ." (Ep. i. 20.) St. 
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Augustin says " The Sacrament of Holy Chrism 
does not yield in sanctity to Baptism itself." — 
Lit. contra Petel., lib iii., cap. 10. 



The Holy Eucharist. 

Orthodox. 

The Holy Eucharist is a Sacrament in which 
the believer receives under the form of bread, the 
Body of Christ, and under the form of wine, the 
Blood itself of Christ, to the remission of sins 
and to eternal life. — Orth. Doc, p. 146. 

Roman Catholic. 

The Holy Eucharist is the true Body and the 
true Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
really and substantially present under the appear- 
ances of bread and wine for the nourishment of 
our souls. — Cat. Cath. ReL, p. 260. 

Protestant 

The Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, 
in the Supper, only after an heavenly and spiritual 
manner, and the mean whereby the Body of 
Christ is received and eaten in the Supper is 
Faith. — Art. xxviii. 
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The Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches 
hold the same belief with respect to the Real 
Presence of Our Saviour in the Holy Eucharist, 
and therefore great respect and veneration are at 
all times paid to it $ but the Protestant Church 
rejects this doctrine. 

Christ Himself says " This is my Body — This 
is my Blood." (Matt. xxvi. 26, 28 — Luke xxii. 
19, 20.) He said not " eat this consecrated bread 
and drink this wine which has been blessed.' * 
Again, "Whoso eateth my Flesh and drinketh 
my Blood hath eternal Life." (John vi. 54.) 

It is difficult indeed for any unprejudiced 
reader of the Scriptures to see how the Protestants 
can maintain their doctrine against the testimony 
of Christ's own words, supported as they are by 
the teaching of the Apostles and early Fathers. 

The Orthodox and Protestant Churches admi- 
nister the Holy Eucharist to the laity in both kinds 
and use leavened bread, but the Roman Catholic 
Church denies the cup to the laity and makes 
use of an unleavened wafer in its preparation. 

" All Christians receiving His Holy Body and 
Blood are sanctified ; and the one and the same 
Christ in entirety is given unto all, He being one 
and the same in all the parts, not divided nor 
separated. And do not marvel at this for God is 
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Almighty, and nothing is impossible to Him. 
Thou hast also some natural examples by which 
thou mayest be confirmed in this unspeakable 
mystery. The sun, when seen in a large glass, 
appears one and whole, but if thou should' st 
break the glass into a thousand pieces thou 
would'st see the sun whole and entire in each j 
the one sun has become a thousand and yet 
remains one. So the Body and Blood of Christ 
in a supernatural manner is divided invisibly 5 the 
whole Christ is in the holy loaf, and this being 
divided He is in every part and fragment, not 
being divided but whole and entire in each : and 
the living deified Body of Christ is eaten, and in 
like manner the Blood, in the form of bread and 
wine. The Body and Blood of Christ are present, 
but the accidents of bread and wine are preserved. 
The bread and wine are cut and divided, but not 
the Body of Christ; because the accidents of 
bread are not by nature united to the substance 
of the Body of Christ." — Treas. Orth., pp. 34, 

3S- 



Matrimony. 



This is acknowledged as a sacrament in the 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches. " For 
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this cause shall a man leave his father and 
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife. This 
is a great mystery : but I speak concerning 
Christ and the Church " (Eph. v. 31, 32.) Here 
St. Paul calls it " a great mystery " (or sacra- 
ment, both words having the same meaning in 
the original Greek). But the Protestant Church 
does not acknowledge it as such. 

Every priest of the Orthodox Church may 
marry before he is ordained. The Roman 
Catholic priest takes a vow of celibacy, and with 
the Protestant minister it is optional. 



Ordination. 
The Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches 
hold this to be one of the seven sacraments j but 
the Protestant Church does not reckon it as such. 
The three Churches are however agreed as to its 
being typical of the Jewish priesthood. The 
Scripture informs us that Our Blessed Lord 
Himself instituted this Sacrament, and appointed 
His Apostles to spread His religion and wor- 
ship throughout the world ; that they appointed 
others to aid them in this great work, ordaining 
such persons with fasting, prayer, and the im- 
position of hands, and that this ordination con- 
ferred on the ordained certain spiritual gifts and 
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graces adapted to their respective duties. As St. 
Paul says, " How shall they preach except they be 
sent." — (Rom. x. 15.) 



Repentance. 
Orthodox. 



Repentance is a true and thorough sorrow for 
the sins that a person hath been guilty of ; and 
which he confesseth unto the Priest, his spiritual 
father on earth, with a full purpose of perform- 
ing the penance inflicted by him, and with a 
steadfast resolution to amend his life for the 
future. — Orth. Conf., p. 35. 

Roman Catholic. 

Penance is a sacrament in which the priest, 
in the place of God, forgives sins, when the 
sinner is heartily sorry for them, and is willing 
to perform the penance imposed upon him. — Cat. 
'Cath. Rel., p. 278. 

Protestant. 

Confession is not officially recognized by this 
Church, but it is performed in nearly all the 
churches of the High Church Party or Ritualists 

3 * 

Digitized by CjOOQLC 



$6 THE PRIMITIVE 

(see Declaration concerning confession, and ab- 
solution signed by Drs. Pusey, Liddon, King, and 
other leading Protestant ministers. (Pub. at 35, 
Wellington Street, Strand.) 

This Sacrament was instituted also by Christ 
Himself in the power He gave to His Apostles 
and their successors. He says, " Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost ; whosesoever sins ye remit they are re- 
mit ted unto them, and whosesoever sins ye retain they 
are retained. (John xx. 22, 23.) St. John says, 
" If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." (1 John i. 9.) St. James 
says, " Confess your faults one to another, and 
pray one for another that ye may be healed," 
(James v. 16,) which passage many of the an- 
cient Fathers explain as confession to a priest, 
as being the most fitting person to give sound 
spiritual advice, and because it is connected with 
the preceding verses in which the sick man is 
told to call in the elders, or priests of the Church, 
to be anointed and prayed for by them. " And, 
many that believed came, and confessed, and 
shewed their deeds." — (Acts xix. 18.) 

The sinner must be prepared to make such 
atonement or penance to his offended God, as the 
priest directs j by prayer, by fasting, by works of 
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self-denial and the like, and if he has injured any 
neighbour in his good name, his property, or his 
person, he must resolve to the utmost of his 
ability, to make full and ample satisfaction, and 
having obtained absolution from God, through 
His specially appointed servant, the priest, to 
" go and sin no more." (John viii. 1 1.) " Behold 
thou art made whole, sin no more lest a worse 
thing come unto thee.'* (John v. 14.) " He 
that covereth his sins shall not prosper : but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy." (Prov. xxviii. 13.) All these commands 
of the Scripture cannot possibly be interpreted as 
meaning Confession direct to God, because He 
knows the inmost secrets of our hearts, there- 
fore it is impossible to u cover our sins " from 
Him, nor would He require auricular confession 
to which all these commands certainly refer. 



The Anointing op the Sick. 

Orthodox. 

Unction is a solemn ceremony in which the 
Priest anoints the sick with oil, and prays that 
God may heal him, and forgive him his sins. 
— Orth. Doc, p. 156. 
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Roman Catholic. 

Extreme Unction is a sacrament in which the 
sick, by the anointing with holy oil, and by the 
prayer of the priest, receive the grace of God for 
the good of their souls, and often also of their 
bodies.— Cat. Cath. Rel., p. 297. 

Protestant. 

This sacrament is not now admitted by the 
Church, although in the first liturgy of Edward 
VI. the use of Chrism and Extreme Unction are 
ordered (see Visit, of the Sick, p. 114). 

This sacrament was ordained for the benefit 
of those who are sick, both in remitting their 
sins and relieving their sufferings according to 
the hidden designs of God's providence, and to 
the different degrees of faith and preparation in 
those who receive it. 

The Roman Catholic Church administers this 
sacrament lonly in dangerous cases of illness, and 
it is known to them under the name of " Extreme 
Unction." The Orthodox Church, however, 
does not reserve this sacrament for extreme cases 
only, but administers it on such other appro- 
priate occasions as it may be needed. 
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tf And they anointed with oil many that were 
sick, and healed them " (Mark vi. 13) 3 again, " Is 
any sick among you ? let him call for the elders 
of the Church j and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord, 
and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and 
the Lord shall raise him up 5 and if he have 
committed sins they shall be forgiven him." 
(James v. 14, ij.) 

How can the Protestants defend their rejection 
of this sacrament in face of the direct testimony 
of Scripture, which tells us to "call for the 
elders of the Church," &c. ? and who are they 
but the priests of the Church. 



Of Purgatory. 
Orthodox. 



It is nowhere taught in the Holy Scriptures 
that there is any temporary punishment whereby 
the soul after death may be purged. — Orth. Conf ., 
p. 67. 

Roman Catholic. 

Such souls as have departed this life go to 
purgatory. — Cat. Cath. Rel., p. 126. 
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Protestant. 

The Romish doctrine concerning purgatory- 
is a fond thing vainly invented, and grounded 
upon no warranty of Scripture, but rather 
repugnant to the Word of God. — Art. xxii. 

The Orthodox and Protestant Churches are 
agreed in rejecting the doctrine of purgatory. 
They acknowledge one eternal fire only. 

The Roman Catholic Church defends this 
doctrine on the words of the Apostle contained 
in i Cor. iii. 11-15, but all the ancient 
writers explain this passage as meaning the 
eternal fire which will destroy the evil deeds, but 
not the evil doer, which explanation is supported 
by Dan. vii. 10; Ps. 1, 3 3 xcvii. 3; 2 Peter 
iii, 12, 15, &c. 

She also flatly contradicts her own doctrine, 
because in the Book of Wisdom, which she 
accounts canonical, it says, " But the souls of 
the righteous are in the hands of God, and there 
shall no torment touch them . . . . but 
they are in Peace. (Wisd. iii. 1, 3.) St. John 
says "Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord .... that they may rest from their 
labours." (Rev. xiv. 13.) 

" Grant rest unto the souls of Thy servants, 
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O Lord, together with Thy saints, where there 
is no pain, nor sorrow, nor sighing, but life with- 
out end." — (Orthodox Office for All Souls' 
Saturday.) 



Of the Invocation of Saints and Prayers 
for the Dead. 

The Protestant Church rejects these doctrines. 
The Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches 
pray to the saints, and in doing so, they do no 
more than when they pray for their fellow-men 
on earth j of the one and the other they ask the 
same thing — that they would pray to the 
common God and Father of all, both with them 
and for them. 

The saints are mediators in the same way as 
we are all mediators one for another. The 
passage in Scripture "there is one Mediator 
between God and Man/' is not affected by this, 
because by Mediator is here signified " One who 
gave Himself a ransom for all." (1 Tim. ii. 6.) 
In that sense Jesus is our only Mediator. When 
the Christian says to a brother Christian, " Pray 
for me to our common Father to obtain for me 
those blessings which I myself may be unable 

Digitized by CjOOQLC 



4^ THE PRIMITIVE 

or unworthy to obtain," the same he says to the 
Blessed Mother of Christ, St. Paul, St. Chrysos- 
tom, St. Basil, or any of those holy persons 
whose acknowledged sanctity has procured for 
them the friendship of God, and the happiness 
of heaven. May we not hope that their prayers 
on our behalf may be more efficacious than our 
own or our friends here upon earth. Let us 
suppose that a child has been deprived by death 
of a parent who through life loved him dearly, 
and offered for him the most fervent supplica- 
tion. Is it likely that the anxiety of a parent 
for the welfare of a beloved child wholly ceases 
in death ? — Should the child think not, and 
under this persuasion say " Think of me, pray 
for me still, forget not in your happy country 
your exiled child." — Would this be robbing God 
of His glory, or Christ of His mediation ? 
Would this be transferring to creatures, the 
honour and privileges due to God alone ? Are 
loving husbands and wives, sisters and 
brothers, and dear friends who have been fondly 
attached to each other in this life, not to 
be prayed for, or be asked to intercede for 
us, as the case may be, after their death. The 
Orthodox Church draws a clear distinction 
between Xarpeia due to God only, and (reflatr/urg 
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which is rendered to the saints. It is said to 
God " Have mercy upon us," — to the saints 
" Pray for us." 

The doctrine originated with Christianity itself 
that the saints went directly from this world into 
the especial presence of God ; where they 
continue that work of intercession for which so 
many of them had been noted while living in the 
flesh -, and that they are still capable of under- 
standing our necessities and hearing our prayers. 

" I say unto you there is joy in the presence 
of the Angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth " (Luke xv. 10.), which proves they 
must be cognizant of our prayers of repentance. 
" And when he had taken the book the four 
beasts and four-and-twenty elders fell down 
before the Lamb, having every one of them 
harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are 
the prayers of saints." (Rev. v. 8.) God him- 
self speaks thus of our guardian angel, " Behold 
I send an angel before thee to keep thee in the 
way .... Beware of him and obey his 
voice, provoke him not, for he will not pardon 
your transgressions . . . . But if thou 
shalt indeed obey his voice .... then I 
will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an 
adversary unto thine adversaries. (Exod. xxiiL 
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20, 22.) We read in 2 Sam. i. 12, that David 
and all his people mourned and wept, and fasted, 
for Saul and Jonathan. Very useless penances 
if the dead were not benefited by them. In 
Zech. i. 12, 13, we read of the angel interceding 
with God to have mercy on Jerusalem, and of 
the Lord answering him with "good words and 
comfortable words." In Gen. xix. i,that " Lot 
bowed himself with his face towards the ground" 
before the angels. Will anyone affirm that he 
was worshipping the Angels before God in doing 
this? Jacob speaks of the " Angel which 
redeemed me from all evil," and prays for him 
to " bless the lads." (Gen. xlviii. r6.) 

St. Augustin says " Christians celebrate with 
religious solemnity the memory of the martyrs 
that they may excite themselves to imitate their 
constancy, that they may be united to their merits, 
and may be aided by their prayers." This clearly 
shows what was the custom of the Primitive 
Church. 



Of the veneration of the Cross, the 
Holy Scriptures, and Sacred Paintings. 

Orthodox. 
The Orthodox Christians venerate the Cross, 
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the Holy Scriptures, and the Sacred Eikons. 
The word " eiichv " signifies a painting or picture 
of the Lord or of some saint on a flat surface. 
All carved, graven, or molten images or statues, 
are rigidly excluded from the Orthodox Church 3 
these are called " ti$u>\a,' % idols. 

v Roman Catholic. 

The Roman Catholics whilst acknowledging 
paintings pay more especial veneration to images, 
or figures of Christ, the Virgin, and the saints. 
The Holy Scriptures are not made the subject of 
veneration as in the Orthodox Church. 

Protestant. 

The Protestants do not consider that sacred 
objects or the Holy Scriptures call for any ex- 
terior veneration. 

The Orthodox Church has always used the 
cross, paintings, and candles, as the most fitting 
ornaments for Churches, oratories, &c, and at 
the same time, as objects calculated to keep alive 
feelings of devotion. As the principal among 
them the Cross may be mentioned. It is not 
possible to gaze upon the Cross with a vacant 
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eye. It brings before the mind in the liveliest 
manner Christ's goodness 5 who for us and for 
our salvation was pleased " to submit Himself to 
death, even the death of the Cross. 1 ' 

Do we not keep the paintings and photographs 
of our dead relatives and friends in the best place 
in our house, or carry them about our persons in 
lockets, that we may by gazing at, and imprinting 
a kiss upon them, bring more vividly before our 
minds the ones we loved so much ? This is not 
considered superstitious, but is generally acknow- 
ledged to be most praiseworthy ; then how far 
more meritorious it is to do the same with our 
heavenly friends — to venerate and kiss the 
sacred paintings, the Cross on which Christ died 
for us, and the Holy Scriptures which teach us 
the way to salvation, and thus to publicly ac- 
knowledge by our acts, as did the Primitive 
Christians that we are not ashamed of the faith 
we hold. 

The Protestants kiss the Holy Scriptures in all 
the legal courts as a solemn act before giving 
evidence, but they would consider it quite out of 
place, or even superstitious, to do so in the 
Church, or at any other time — what an am- 
biguity ! 

Did the Disciples worship the stone when they 
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saluted the tomb of the risen Lord ? Did the 
Primitive Christians worship the linen webs when 
they honoured and reverently kissed the handker- 
chiefs and aprons of the Apostles ? (Acts xix. 12) 
or did the woman believe that Christ's garment 
itself had the power of healing her when she 
devoutly touched it? (Mark v. 27.) Neither do 
Christians worship the wood or the iron when 
they salute with religious reverence the Cross and 
the spear, the instruments of Our Saviour's 
Passion, nor the binding or the paper when they 
kiss the Holy Scriptures. They reverence the 
Holy sacramentals in God's house, but worship 
the Deity, and have a denned and distinct idea 
between Xarpeia, worship and adoring, and 
irpooKvyt)(TLQ y salutation or kiss. 

But to compare practice with doctrine, or to 
understand symbols beyond their meaning is as 
absurd as if any Orthodox Christian on first 
entering a Lutheran church should declare that 
they worshipped the cross of wood} or on 
entering an English country parish church should 
believe they worshipped old cloths such as the 
banners of different old families which are hung 
up in it , or that they worshipped the stained 
glass and other pictures 3 or on entering St. Paul's 
Cathedral or Westminster Abbey, or any other 
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church, and seeing the monuments and statues 
for the dead, should conclude they worshipped 
them 5 or in seeing an illustrated Bible believe 
they have taken the liberty of adding matter to 
the Word of God j or should accuse the English 
magistrates of usurping divine power because 
they are addressed as " your worship $" or that 
the English worship their wives doctrinally, 
since at their altar, before their clergy and the 
assembled multitude, the husband declares at the 
matrimonial ceremony that he will "worship her" 
(his wife). 

We find in the Scriptures that God Himself 
at various times gave directions that repre- 
sentations or images of things in heaven and on 
earth should be symbolically used in his worship. 
Thus we find that He commanded Moses to 
" make bells of pure gold, and put the bells 
between the pomegranates " (Exod. xxxix. 25), 
and in giving direction about the vail for the ark, 
He says " And thou shalt make a vail . . . . 
With cherubims shall it be made " (Exod. xxvi. 
31) ; and do we not see to this day, on the vail 
which hangs before the Holy Sanctuary in the 
Orthodox Church, a typical emblem worked upon 
it, viz., the Cross, for this is the representatipn 
used under the new law in the same manner as 
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the cherubims were worked upon it under the 
old law. God further directed Solomon to "grave 
cherubims on the walls," and to make "two 
cherubims of image work and overlay them with 
gold," and we read that " they stood on their feet 
and their faces were inward." (2 Chron. iii. 7, 
10, 13.) David offered peace offerings and wor- 
shipped with joy before the Ark, and when 
Michal, Saul's daughter, reproved him for it, he 
explained that " It was before the Lord " that he 
did it. God approved of David's veneration for 
sacred objects and representations, and for the 
sin of reproving him for this Michal was 
punished by " having no child until the day of 
her death." (2 Sam. vi. 23.) Again, when the 
Israelites were plagued with the fiery serpents 
God commanded Moses to, " make a serpent of 
brass and put it on a pole .... that the 
people might behold it and live." (Num. xxi. 
8, 9.) We plainly see by all this that we have 
God's direct command and approval to venerate 
and use these visible symbols in His worship, and 
He nowhere alludes to these acts as interfering 
with or breaking the Second Commandment, or 
in any way detracting from the worship due to 
Him alone. No, the Almighty clearly draws the 
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distinction, but ignorant and prejudiced persons 
will not do so. 

The Second Council of Nice, convened in 787, 
which was attended by 450 doctors, decided in 
favour of paintings and against images (properly 
so-called) and the Orthodox Church received this 
decree as binding, while the Protestants have 
implicitly rejected it, and the Roman Catholics 
have altered it by introducing images. 

It may interest the reader to remind him that 
the very first service performed in England by 
St. Augustin and his missionaries when Chris- 
tianity was preached in this country by them in 
a.d. 597, was a Liturgy in procession. " They 
came/' says Bede, " bearing a silver cross for their 
ensign, and the image of our Lord and Saviour 
painted on a board .... and as they drew 
near to the city with the holy cross and the 
banner of Our Sovereign Lord and King Jesus 
Christ, they sang with one accord the Liturgy." 

Thus the English first received the truths 
of Christianity accompanied with the symbols of 
the Cross and Holy Eikon, and this being before 
the great schism of the West from the East. 
The English Church at that time might truly be 
designated the " English Orthodox Church." 



d by Google 



church of christ. 5 1 

Of Scripture and Tradition. 

The Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches 
accept tradition as well as the Holy Scriptures — 
but the Protestant Church rejects it. Philaret, 
the Eastern Archbishop, says, " The traditions 
of the Church are to be tried by the Holy 
Scriptures, and traditions respecting any article 
of faith which are not to be found in them ought 
not to be received." 

Jesus Christ laid the foundation of His Church 
upon the authority of teaching, consequently the 
unwritten word was the first rule of Christianity : 
a rule, which even when the books of the New 
Testament were superadded to it did not upon 
that account lose any of its former authority. 
Hence it is, that we should receive with equal 
veneration whatever was taught by the Apostles, 
whether narrated in writing or circulated only by 
word of mouth. Christ never told any of His 
disciples to write anything, but expressly com- 
manded them to teach and preach — therefore we 
ought to believe what Christ and His Apostles 
spoke, as well as what they wrote. The Protes- 
tant Church, however, rejects many direct 
commands of the Apostles, which we find in the 
Bible, and as have been pointed out here. 

4* 
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By taking the Scriptures only, without tra- 
dition, we are liable to fall into very grave errors. 
Thus the Trinitarians pronounce from Scripture 
that Christ is God ; the Unitarians that he is not 
God, but man only j the Presbyterians infer from 
it that Episcopacy is no Divine ordinance ; the 
Independents that the Presbyterian system is as 
contrary to Scripture as the Episcopalian ; the 
Baptist is convinced that the baptism of infants 
is anti-Scriptural ; the Quaker that it is to be 
administered neither to infants nor to adults. 
They all out of the testimony of Scripture only, 
contradict one another. 

If the Scriptures were the only rule of faith, 
then those who cannot read are left without any 
rule at all. Now previous to the invention of 
printing, the great mass of mankind for 1400 
years were unable to read. Will anyone venture 
to say that God abandoned such multitudes of 
Christians for so long a period without any rule ? 
There are some doctrines of essential importance 
not contained in Holy Scriptures, as, for instance, 
the lawfulness of keeping holy the Sunday, 
instead of the Saturday — the real Scriptural 
Sabbath ; the validity of infant baptism, &c. 

The Holy Scripture is a Divine and mysterious 
book, "in which/' as St. Peter says, speaking of 
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the Epistles of St. Paul, "are somethings hard to 
be understood, which they that are unlearned 
and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
Scriptures, unto their own destruction." (2 Peter 
iii. 16.) 

Christ says, " Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations .... Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you." 
(Matt, xxviii. 19, 20.) Again, " Go ye into 
all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature." (Mark xvi. 15.) St. Paul says, 
" And the things that thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men who shall be able to teach others 
also. (2 Tim. ii. 2.) "Therefore, brethren, 
stand fast and hold the traditions which ye have 
been taught, whether by word or our Epistle" 
(2 Thes. ii. 15.) 

St. Augustin says, " What else gives us to so 
many heresies, but because the Scripture, which 
is good in itself, is ill understood." But by 
accepting the traditions that have been handed 
down from Apostolic times, and which we find 
in the writings of the Holy Fathers, and the 
decrees of the General Councils, we may arrive 
at the true interpretation of its meaning. 
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Of Incense. 
Incense is used in the worship of the Ortho- 
dox and Roman Catholic Churches. It is an 
emblem of reverence and prayer, and was so 
used by the Jews, and has always been accept- 
able to God. In the Tabernacle it was kept 
continually burning, the solemn oblation of 
incense being an act due to God alone. (Exod. 
xxx. 8, 37.) It is also typical of the cloud of 
incense which surrounds the mercy-seat, 
and it symbolises the intercessions, which, 
in union with that of our great High Priest, 
surround the throne of God on every side. The 
congregation are censed in acknowledgment that 
through the incarnation all are partakers of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and when the Priest brings 
the censer towards us we should earnestly desire 
that our prayers may ascend as the incense in 
God's sight, and that by our holiness of life we 
may offer ourselves " unto God a sweet savour 
of Christ." (2 Cor. ii. 15.) Moses says, con- 
cerning Levi the priest, " They shall put 
incense before thee upon thine altar." (Deut. 
xxxiii. 10.) David prays, "Let my prayer be 
set forth before Thee as incense." (Ps. cxli. a.) 
" Moses said unto Aaron, take a censer and put 
fire therein from off the altar, andDUt on incen« w ., 
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and go quickly unto the congregation, and make 
an atonement for them." (Num. xvi. 46, 47.) 
" According to the custom of the priest's office, 
his lot was to burn incense when he went into 
the Temple of the Lord." (Luke i. 9.) And 
Malachi, the last of the prophets, foretelling the 
days of the Gentile Church, says, "In every 
place incense shall be offered unto My name, 
and a pure offering." (Mai. i. 11.) " We offer 
to Thee incense, O Christ, our God, for a savour 
of a spiritual perfume : receive it unto thy 
heavenly altar, and send down in return the 
grace of Thy most Holy Spirit." — (Prayer of 
Incense. Office of Credence. Orthodox Church.) 



Of Lights. 

Lights are used in the worship of the Orthodox, 
Roman Catholic, and many Protestant Churches. 
They signify that Christ is the Light of the 
World, and are symbolical of Faith which en- 
lightens, Hope which soars above this world, 
and Charity which inflames, and they recall 
also to our minds those times of persecution 
when the Christians celebrated the divine service 
in catacombs or subterranean caverns. St. 
Jerome expressly testifies as to their antiquity 
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" Throughout all the Churches of the East," he 
says, " when the Gospel is about to be read, 
tapers are lighted, though it be broad daylight, 
not to scatter the darkness, but as a sign of joy. 
That under the symbol of bodily light, that light 
may be shadowed forth of which we read in the 
Psalter, ' Thy word, O Lord, is a lantern unto 
my feet, and a light into my paths,' " (Epist. 
adv. Vigilant.) In the temple, Moses " Put the 
candlestick in the tent of the congregation 
. . . . and he lighted the lamps before 
the Lord ; as the Lord commanded Moses. " 
(Exod. xl. 24, 25.) And our blessed Lord coun- 
sels His Disciples to let their loins be girded about, 
and their " lights burning." (Luke xii. 35.) 



Of Fasting. 

The Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches 
recognize fasting as a commandment of the 
Church, but the Protestants (with the exception of 
the Ritualist Party) do not recognize it, although 
in the Book of Common Prayer there is a table 
of " Vigils, Fasts, and Days of Abstinence." 

God has often recommendecl fasting and shown 
his favour to those who practised it, " Therefore 
also now saith the Lord, turn ye even to me 
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with all your heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping and with mourning." (Joel ii. 12.) 
Our Saviour "fasted forty days and forty nights, 
and was afterwards an hungered." (Matt. iv. 2.) 
Jesus, speaking to his disciples of their unbelief, 
says, " Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by 
prayer and fasting" (Matt. xvii. 21.) "As 
they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
Ghost said," &c Xi And when they had fasted 
and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away." (Acts xiii. 3.) 



Of the Sign of the Cross. 

The Orthodox and Roman Catholics make the 
sign of the Cross frequently, but the Protestants 
only use it in baptism on the forehead of the 
child. The Roman Catholics, adopting the 
modern custom, cross themselves with the open 
hand from left to right, but the Orthodox still 
adhere to the ancient manner, viz., they close the 
thumb and first and second fingers of the right 
hand in token of the Holy Trinity, and cross 
themselves from right to left, generally three 
times, for the same reason, uttering short prayers 
at the same time, such as, " In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gh*~ 
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Amen." "God be merciful to me a sinner." 
" Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have 
mercy on us," &c. 

The honour and dignity of the name of the 
Cross begat a reverend estimation even in the 
Apostles' time of the sign of the Cross, which 
the Christians shortly after used in all their 
actions j thereby making an outward show and 
profession, even to the astonishment of the 
Jews, that they were not ashamed to publicly 
acknowledge Him for their Lord and Saviour, 
who died for them upon the Cross. Bishop Mon- 
tague says, " If it be not superstitious to sign on 
the forehead (as we Protestants do), why is it to 
sign on any other part of the body ? Why more 
out of Baptism, than in Baptism ? Is one part of 
the body more superstitious than another ? 
What hindereth it but that I may sign myself 
with the sign of the Cross in any part of my 
body at any time, at night when I go to bed, in 
the morning when I rise ? The ancient Church 
so used it out of Baptism, and so may we." 
Thus in the Orthodox Church the people sign 
themselves with the sign of the Cross on all 
appropriate occasions, and especially on entering 
or leaving the church, and during the most 
solemn parts of the service. The early Fathers 
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also teach that it is good and wholesome to make 
it frequently when we rise, and when we go to 
bed, before and after prayers, before every im- 
portant occupation, and in all temptations and 
dangers, and by devoutly doing so we arm our- 
selves against the snares of the Devil, and draw 
the blessings of Heaven upon us. We ought 
never to be ashamed of the sign of the Cross 
— " God forbid that I should glory save in the 
Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.' ' (Gal. vi. 14.) 

We read in Scripture " That at the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth." 
(Phil. ii. 10.) Here is a direct command to 
perform a certain action at a particular time, and 
the sign of the Cross is also a short creed in 
action. First it represents our belief in the 
Crucified, and our trust in His Passion, next it 
declares our faith in the Holy Trinity, to which 
we have access by the Cross of Christ. 

Repetition of either acts or words ought not to 
surprise us more than than that in Psalm cxxxvi. 
the words, " His mercy endureth for ever," are 
repeated twenty-sir times ; or that the angels in 
heaven incessantly sing, " Holy, holy, holy." 
(Rev. iv. 8.) Nor ought this pratice to appear 
tedious to us, since the mind is in the meantime 
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to be occupied with the contemplation of the holy 
mysteries. 



Of Symbolic Worship. 

The employment of symbols in Divine worship, 
according to the recognized or traditional system, 
are partly to uphold the dignity of Divine 
worship ; and partly to shadow forth by outward 
deed and gesture certain truths which might 
otherwise be lost sight of. In other words, for 
the glory of God, and the edification of His 
people. God is glorified in symbolic worship in 
many ways. Because He is the Lord and 
Creator of all, He is fitly honoured by that which 
employs not merely the intellect but the senses, 
not merely the soul but the body of his children, 
while as the Giver of all good things, He is fitly 
honoured by symbols which are more or less of 
a costly nature. 

This view is Scriptural, because the minute 
directions given under the old Law about the 
types and symbols to be employed in the Taber- 
nacle show that God was glorified by ceremonies, 
which, as the shadows of things to come, were 
the outward signs of spiritual truth : and that He 
willed to be worshipped by the bodily senses not 

Digitized by CjOOQLC 



CHURCH OP CHRIST. 6l 

less than by the spirit j while the case of David 
who " would not offer to the Lord his God of 
that which did cost him nothing," and the 
direction that His people were not to appear 
empty before the Lord, show that a costly wor- 
ship was sanctioned by God, and was acceptable 
to Him. 

Although this was under the Old Law, in- 
stances can be adduced from the New Testament. 
We have the express declaration of Our Lord 
that He came not to destroy the law but to fulfil 
it. (Matt. v. 17.) He Himself was a frequent 
attendant at the Temple services, " and He 
taught daily in the Temple.' ' (Luke xix. 47.) 
He constantly employed symbolic acts in His 
public ministry, as when He anointed the blind 
man with spittle, when He washed the Disciples' 
feet, &c. And in instituting the Sacraments He 
made certain acts and gestures, and certain 
bodily elements the channels by which He 
would confer His grace. We find this system 
continued by the Apostles. They attended the 
Temple services and were constant in "the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers." (Acts ii. 
42.) Again, " Peter and John went up together 
into the Temple at the hour of prayer." (Acts 
iii. 1.) So, too, the Apostles baptized those that 
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were converted, and Laid their hands on those 
that were to receive the Holy Ghost, or to be 
set apart for the ministry. And we find St. 
Paul giving directions for the proper administra- 
tion of the Holy Eucharist, and promising to set 
the rest in order when he came. The same 
Apostle, to whom was committed the care of all 
the Churches, was most careful that " all things 
should be done decently and in order," (i Cor. 
xiv. 40.) ( Kara rattv, according to accustomed 
form.) 

We have further instances in the case of the 
woman that anointed the feet of our Lord with 
precious ointment when Judas took exception to 
the costly character of this act of service. It is 
also the generally received opinion that the 
" cloak " which St. Paul left at Troas was the 
Eucharistic Vestment (Qtkovriv, which is still the 
word used in the Eastern Liturgies to denote the 
Chasuble), and the "parchments" which he 
speaks of being the Liturgy, and that the 
Apostle John is believed to have borrowed his 
imagery of the heavenly worship from that which 
was then customary in the Church. 

Respecting the ceremonies of the three 
Churches, we do not find in the Scriptures any 
commands or reference to the actual way in 
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which many of them should be conducted ; but 
whereas those of the Protestant Church were 
invented by the Reformers a few centuries ago, 
and the primitive ones swept away ; and those of 
the Roman Catholic Church have been much 
altered and changed j the Orthodox Church has 
never deviated from the ceremonies of the Primi- 
tive Church as first settled by the Apostles and 
early Fathers. 

Ecclesiastical history also supports this view 
of symbolic worship. Lights and incense are 
mentioned in the earliest Liturgies. Even in the 
times of persecution, when Christians had to 
worship in dens and caves of the earth, the wor- 
ship of God was conducted with splendour and 
costliness. Thus the historian, Eusebius, (called 
the "Father of Ecclesiastical History," because 
to him we are indebted for the chief part of the 
information we possess upon that subject with 
respect to the first three centuries. He was 
born at Caesarea in Palestine, about 270, and was 
afterwards bishop of that place) tells us tl * '* 
magnificence of the sacred vessels inflac 
cupidity of the persecutors, as was the ca 
St. Lawrence, who suffered martyrdom a. 
because he would not give up the treasure 
Church. St. Optatus testifies that in the 
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tian persecution the churches had very many 
ornaments of gold and silver. Prudentius thus 
speaks of the ornaments of the Church when St. 
Lawrence was martyred — " The Priests offer in 
gold 3 the sacred Blood is received in silver 
chalices j in the sacrifices the wax tapers are fixed 
in golden candlesticks." 

It is certain that as soon as the conversion of 
Constantine gave peace to the Church, Divine 
worship was again celebrated with great pomp 
and magnificence ; and it is noticeable that 
Eusebius in speaking of the restoration of the 
churches, and the dedication of new ones 
which then ensued, has handed down a sermon 
of his own, in which he speaks of St. Paulinus, 
Bishop of Tyre, who had engaged himself in 
this work as "a new Bezaleel," of whom we 
read that God " filled him with wisdom of heart 
to work all manner of work,, of the engraver, 
and of the cunning workman, and of the em- 
broiderer, in blue, and in purple, and in scarlet, 
and fine linen." (Exod. xxxv. 35.) In short, 
until the sixteenth century (nearly 2000 years 
after Christianity was established) no Christian 
Church was deficient in the leading characteristics 
of symbolic worship, viz., vestments, lights, and 
incense. 
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The Orthodox Church agrees with the Roman 
Catholic Church — 

1. In acknowledging the real presence of our 
Lord in the Holy Eucharist. 

2. In acknowledging the seven sacraments. 

3. In the intercession of saints, and prayers 
for the dead. 

4. In symbolic worship. 



The Orthodox Church does not agree with the 
Roman Catholic Church — 

1. In acknowledging the Pope of Rome as 
head of the Church, or the belief in his infalli- 
bility. 

2. In the doctrine of purgatory. 

3. In giving the Holy Eucharist to the laity in 
one kind only. 

4. In the addition of the words " and the Son " 
to the Creed. 

5. In indulgences. 

6. In withholding the Scriptures from the 
people in their native language. 

7. In using the Latin language only in the 
Church Service. 

8. In using unleavened bread in the Holv 
Eucharist. 

5 
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9. In admitting graven, molten, or carved 
images in the Church. 

10. In forbidding the clergy to marry. 

The Orthodox Church agrees with the Protest- 
ant Church — 

1. In acknowledging Christ only as Head 
of the Church. 

2. In rejecting the supremacy and infallibility 
of the Pope. 

3. In giving the Holy Eucharist to the people 
in both kinds. 

4. In rejecting the doctrine of Purgatory. 

5. In using leavened bread in the Holy 
Eucharist. 

6. In rejecting indulgences. 

7. In circulating the Scriptures among the 
people in their native language. 

8. In allowing the clergy to marry. 

9. In rejecting the use of graven images. 

10. In holding the Church service in any lan- 
guage best understood by the people. 

The Orthodox Church does not agree with the 
Protestant Church — 

1. In not acknowledging the real presence of 
of our Lord in the Holy Eucharist. 
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2. On the rejection of the decisions of the 
Seven General Councils, the ancient ecclesiastical 
laws, customs, and traditions. 

3. On holding two sacraments only. 

4. On the addition of the words "and the 
Son " to the Creed. 

5. In rejecting the intercession of saints and 
prayers for the dead. 

6. In not using symbolic worship. 

Reasons why the Roman Catholic Church is 
not the Primitive Church of Christ — 

Because, although she has held in the main to 
the great saving truths of the Gospel, several 
parts of her system are in direct contradiction to 
the revealed will of God. 

Since her schism with the Orthodox Church, 
she has altered and changed her doctrines, con- 
trary to the decrees of the General Councils, and 
what the early popes and prelates taught is 
entirely different from what they teach at the 
present day. 

Indulgences were unknown in the Church 
earlier than 1084, when Gregory VII. quarrelled 
with the Emperor, Henry IV., and offered 
remission of sins to such as would take up - 
against the Emperor. A Roman Catholic 

5* 
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bishop writes, " We have no testimony in the 
Scriptures nor amongst the Fathers in favour of 
indulgences, but only the authority of some 
modern authors." — (St. Antonius, Archbishop of 
Florence [1459], Summ. TheoL, i., 3.) 

The prohibition of the cup to the laity was 
enacted by the Council of Constance on June 15, 
1415, when there was no Pope. This innovating 
canon enacted that all those who did not conform 
to it were to be condemned as heretics. It was 
not until November 11, 141 7, more than two 
years after this, that Pope Martin V. was elected. 
But long previous to this, Pope Gelasius I., in a 
letter to the Bishops Marjoricus and John, em- 
bodied in the Roman canon law (Corp. Jur. 
Can. Hi., ii., 12), says, " We have ascertained that 
certain persons, having received a portion of 
the Sacred Body alone, abstain from partaking 
of the chalice of the Sacred Blood. Let 
such persons without any doubt (since they 
are stated to feel themselves bound by some 
superstitious reason) either receive the Sacrament 
in its entirety, or be repelled from the entire Sacra- 
ment, because the division of one and the same 
mystery cannot take place without great sacrilege.' " 
What are we to think of a Church who says 
that her head is infallible, and then in council 
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entirely sets aside what she has expressly 
decreed ? 

The claim of the Pope to be head of the 
Church is a novelty unknown to the first Bishops 
of Rome. Pope Hadrian VI., in his " Dictates 
on the Fourth Book of the Sentences," says, " It 
is certain the Pope can err even in matters of 
faith, asserting heresy in his determination or 
decree ; for many of the Roman Pontiffs were 
heretics." 

She alleges that the Apostle Peter was 
appointed by Christ supreme head of His 
Church, and that the same power has descended 
to the Popes, Peter's successors. This allegation, 
which was unknown until the Council of Trent, 
in 1545, is founded upon Matt. xvi. 18, 19. In 
contradiction of this false theory the Bible plainly 
shows us that the title of " Rock " is confined 
to God the Father in the Old Testament, and to 
Christ Himself in the New. " Who is God save 
the Lord, and who is a Rock save our God ? " 
(2 Sam. xxii. 32.) "That Rock was Christ." 
(1 Cor. x. 4.) All the Apostles were given the 
power of binding and loosing as well as St. Peter. 
(St. Matt, xviii. 183 St. John xx. 23.) 
St. Peter is the only Apostle sternly rebuker 
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Christ for attempting to contradict God's will. 
(St. Matt xvi. 23.) He is the only Apostle, 
except Judas Iscariot, who actually fell away 
from Christ, denying Him with an oath. (Matt, 
xxvi. 69, 75.) He is entirely overshadowed 
about one year after Christ's Ascension, by St. 
Paul, who claims authority over all the Churches 
of the Gentiles, and particularly over the Roman 
Church itself. (1 Cor. iv. 17, xvi. 1 ; 2 Cor. 
xi. 28 ; Rom. i. 5, 6, 7.) It is no man whatever 
who was appointed by Christ as His Vicar on 
earth at His departure, but the Holy Spirit. 
(John xiv. 16, 17, 26; xv. 265 xvi. 7, 13, 15.) 

This Church also relies on the words " I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
Heaven M (Matt. xvi. 19), which most of the 
Fathers explain as being merely the binding and 
loosing sins common to all the Apostles. And 
the meaning declared to be by Tertullian, the 
most ancient writer, who discusses the question 
(De Pudicit xxi), is that St. Peter was granted 
the incommunicable and unrepeatable privilege 
of being the Jlrst to unlock the door of the king- 
dom of Heaven to both Jews (Acts ii. 14-41,) 
and Gentiles (Acts x. 34-48). 

" And I say unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 
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Upon this rock I will build my church ; that is 
upon the rock of his confession" (St Chrysos- 
tom. Horn. 54 on Matt. xvi. 18.) "The Son 
of God is the rock from which Peter derived his 
name, and upon which He said He would build 
His Church.' ' (St. Gregory the Great " Comm. 
in Ps. ci. 27.") And the collect for the vigil of 
SS. Peter and Paul in the Roman Missal 
settles the point for all Roman Catholics : 
"Grant, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, 
that Thou wouldst not suffer us, whom Thou 
hast established on the Rock of the Apostolic 
Confession, to be shaken by any disturbances." 

Here is the opinion of one of the Popes 
himself on the subject. Gerbert (Pope Sylvester 
II., a.d. 1003) to Segwyn, Archbishop of Sens, 
says, " Can they teach that the judgment of the 
Bishop of Rome is superior to God's judgment ? 
I constantly affirm that if the Bishop of Rome 
sin against his brethren, and though often 
admonished, do not hear the Church, he, the 
Bishop of Rome, I say, is by God's command to 
be held as a heathen man and a publican. For 
the higher is the rank the graver is the fall. 
But if he think us unworthy of his communion 
for this reason, that none of us will consent to 
believe contrary to the Gospel, he cannot on that 
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ground separate us from the Communion of 
Christ." 



Reasons why the Protestant Church is not the 
Primitive Church of Christ — 

Because the Primitive Church of Christ must 
have been established eighteen hundred years 
ago, and have been a visible Church, otherwise 
how would it have been possible according to the 
directions of the Apostles (Heb. xiii. 16, 17 ; 
1 Cor. xvi. 16, and elsewhere) to "obey 
them that have the rule " (bishops and priests) 
of the Church, to hear her teachers, to participate 
in her sacrifice and sacraments, or in general in 
her Divine service. There is not a single his- 
torical record of any kind to prove that the 
Protestant Church ever existed in ancient times. 
No minister, no congregation, no body of divines 
professing her doctrines were ever heard of until 
the time of Luther, in the fifteenth century. — 
Besides which, some of her doctrines are in direct 
contradiction to those of the Bible. Even if the 
Primitive Church required its doctrines re-con- 
structed and altered, what guarantee have we that 
God chose Luther for that purpose ? In Matt, 
vii. 1 j, 16, we read, concerning false teachers, 
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"ye shall know them by their fruits;" now 
Luther and the other reformers did not succeed 
in reforming the abuses of the Church of Rome, 
because the same exist at the present time, but 
they have been the means of calling into 
existence hundreds of sects and communities, all 
of whom are at variance and discord with one 
another, to the great scandal of the Christian 
religion, and the retardment of its progress 
among the heathen nations 5 for what must they 
think of a religion that is split up into every 
conceivable shade of opinion, and with disagree- 
ment amongst all. Besides which, these religious 
differences were the means of filling the whole 
of Europe with bloodshed for centuries. 

What special call had Luther, Calvin, Knox, or 
any other of the so-called Reformers to interpret the 
Inspired Volume better than the General Councils, 
or the learned early Fathers of the Church, most 
of whom lived in the same land as our Lord and 
the Apostles, and whose native language was the 
same as theirs, and in which the New Testament 
was written, viz. — Greek — and which language 
very slightly modified is to this day used in the 
service of a part of the Orthodox Church, and 
spoken by the people. Surely these holy men were 
better able to interpret the meaning of the Scrip- 
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tures than foreigners ? St. Paul delivered his 
discourse to the Athenians, and wrote to the 
Romans in Greek, and he and St. Peter, who 
both lived at Rome, never translated their Epistles 
from that language into any other. 

Protestants profess to act strictly up to the 
Bible, therefore they should, if it were their only 
rule, wash the feet of one another according to 
the command of Christ. (John xiii. 5, 12) 5 
they should receive the sacrament after supper 
and not in the morning, because Christ instituted 
the Holy Eucharist at night $ they should not 
eat blood or strangled meat (Acts xv. 20) 5 they 
should keep the Sabbath (Saturday) holy and 
not Sunday $ and they should not baptize 
infants. 

The service of the Protestant Church is too 
simple, it appeals too exclusively to the 
intellectual and logical faculties, and does not 
sufficiently attract and make an impression on 
the senses, therefore it is totally unsuited to the 
mass of the people, especially the lower classes, 
who in Protestant countries are very rarely ever 
seen in a church. Thousands, again, of the educated 
classes are not prepared to admit that it is even 
true Christian worship, consequently the majority 
of Protestants known as " High Churchmen or 
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Ritualists " are gradually going back to the old 
symbolic or ceremonial form of worship, and the 
clergy who hold these views teach the doctrines 
of the real presence, confession and absolution, 
the use of vestments, lights, incense, and many 
other of the old truths. 

Although it is true the same form of prayers 
are used in all Protestant Churches, there are 
scarcely any two of them in a parish where the 
services are conducted in the same manner, or 
where exactly the same doctrine is taught ; we 
have evidence of thi sin the discreditable law- 
suits that are constantly being tried in the 
English Ecclesiastical Courts, and even the 
imprisonment of ministers in the common jail 
for conscience* sake. If one reads the History of 
the Reformation, it will be seen from what a 
mass of inextricable confusion and contradictions 
the Protestant faith springs, thus: We find 
Henry VIII., in 1521, writing a book entitled 
"Assertio septem Sacramentorum adversus 
Martin Luther," in which he strongly condemns 
Luther's opinions. The book met with such 
approbation from the Pope that he bestowed 
upon its royal author the title " Defender of 
the Faith,'' and at this time hundreds of men, 
women, and children were burnt for teachir 
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Protestant doctrines. But upon Clement VII. 
opposing Henry's divorce with Catherine of 
Arragon, we find the King upholding Luther's 
doctrines, and burning as heretics all who 
opposed them. " More men were put to death 
in this reign than afterwards suffered in that df 
Mary." (See "Simpson's Church History," Cam- 
bridge, 1857, p. 227). Thus was religion made a 
convenience by all parties to serve their own 
private worldly ends and schemes : the Protestants 
being divided in opinion, and condemning one 
day the very doctrines they preached the day 
before. 

This cannot be the Primitive Church of Christ 
which was delivered by Him and His Apostles, 
for here we see men amidst quarrels and blood- 
shed endeavouring to do what He had already 
done fifteen hundred years before. And it 
must be remembered that the English and most 
other European nations were in a state of 
paganism for a long time after the Orthodox 
Church was firmly established and flourishing, 
the earliest record made of a British Bishop 
being in a.d. 313. ("Simpson's Ch. His.," p. 156.) 

If Protestantism means protesting against the 
Church of Rome and her errors, the Orthodox 
Church must have been the very first Protestant 
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Church, for she protested against them as far 
back as the seventh century, when all Europe was 
at the mercy of the Pope, and hundreds of years 
before Luther and Cranmer were born. 



The Holy Orthodox Church proved to be 
the Primitive Church of Christ. 

The Christian religion as a divine revelation 
came perfect from God's hands, and is not like a 
human science, such as medicine or mechanics, 
which can be improved on and altered by man's 
skill. It was, as the Apostle says, " once for all 
(Greek aira£) delivered to the saints" (St. Jude, 
3), and it may not be changed even by an angel 
from heaven. (Gal. i. 8.) Whenever, then, we 
hold the doctrine found alike in the Bible and in 
the history of the Christian Church ever since, 
we can be quite certain that here is the true 
Primitive Christian religion. 

Now, as it has been proved that the Roman 
Catholic Church left the Mother Church of the 
East, and moreover has greatly changed (even in 
quite recent times) many of the fundamental 
doctrines she once held in common with the 
ancient Church, and we know that the Protestant 
Church never existed before the fifteenth century 3 
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neither of these can maintain their claims to be 
the Primitive Church of Christ, unless they 
directly contradict the Holy Scriptures, and they 
are therefore only sects. 

It is plainly to be read in the New Testament 
that the Church at Jerusalem was the first Church, 
setup and organized on earth (Acts i. 4, ii.4 1-47); 
the second Church of which we read was that of 
Samaria (Acts viii. 14), and the first Gentile one 
was at Antioch (Acts xi. 20). It was from 
Jerusalem and Antioch that the Gospel first 
reached Rome, a good while later $ and as the 
Churches at Jerusalem and Antioch are still in 
existence, ruled by the successors of the Apostles 
in unbroken line, and in the purity of the ancient 
faith, and as they have not died out, neither the 
Roman Catholic nor Protestant Churches can 
claim to be their heir and representative. On the 
contrary, they, together with Alexandria and 
Constantinople — the two others out of the great 
Patriarchates into which Christendom was 
anciently divided — are still in communion with 
one hundred millions of Christians constituting 
the Holy Orthodox Church. 

When we can lay our finger upon any particu- 
lar tenet or practice and say " Up to such-and- 
such a date this was unknown to Christians, and 
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did not come in till afterwards," we have dis- 
proved its genuineness. If, therefore, we apply 
this rule to the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
Churches, we see that they are full of novelties, 
and, indeed, have scarcely any originality left, 
except those fundamental doctrines which all 
Christians profess in common. 

The past glories of the Holy Orthodox Church, 
as well as her misfortunes, are inscribed in the 
annals of the Christian Church. She faithfully 
preserves and bears witness to the faith once for 
all delivered to the Saints, by her uninterrupted 
successions of Metropolitans and Bishops, stretch- 
ing themselves to Apostolic times. She exhibits by 
her venerable Liturgies, doctrines unchanged and 
discipline uncorfupted. In it the same sacrifice 
is offered, the same hymns are chanted to this 
day as those that were used in the time of 
St. Basil. 

The doctrinal teaching of the Orthodox Church 
is derived from the revelation of Jesus Christ as 
contained in Holy Scripture, and from the 
deposit left by the Apostles to the first disciples. 
It is attested by the practice of the Primitive 
Church, by the writings of the Fathers, and 
ratified by the decrees of the GEcumenical Councils 
speaking in the name of the Universal Church, 
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of which the Holy Ghost is the guide. It thus 
offers the testimony of a Christian society, one 
in its historical existence, apostolic in its origins, 
invariable in its faith, immovable from the princi- 
ples upon which the Christian Church were laid 
from the beginning. 

The origins of the rites, ceremonies, and 
order of worship of the Orthodox Church, are 
contemporaneous with the birthtime of Chris- 
tianity. They received their full development in 
the period of the CEcumenical Councils, during 
which the Christian doctrine itself was authorita- 
tively expounded and fixed. This period closes 
with the seventh CEcumenical, or second Council 
in Nicaea, a.d. 787. Thus the Orthodox Ritual, 
being the outcome of the historical development 
of Christian worship, is full of meaning and 
intention, and not less remarkable for its archaic 
simplicity than for dignity and grandeur. 

The Hymnology, in which are preserved several 
most ancient hymns, evidently derived from 
apostolic times, has been further enriched by 
the great hymnographers of the Church who 
flourished in the above period, viz., St. Anatolius, 
St. Germanus, St. Andrew of Crete, St. John 
Damascene, St. Cosmas, Bishop of Mayouma, 
and all the canons now in use in the most im- 
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portant services and festivals of the Church have 
been composed by these writers. Of subsequent 
hymnographers, the only noticeable name is that 
of St. Joseph of the Studium, who was contem- 
poraneous with Photius. 

The ecclesiastical music is undoubtedly derived 
from the ancient Greek music, its unisonal cha- 
racter is a proof of this. The delicate metrical 
division which distinguished Greek rhythm is 
traceable in the metrical prose of the ecclesiastical 
canons, and, no doubt, remnants of old Grecian 
melodies have been preserved in the old Christian 
hymns through the accession of Greek converts. 
But the desire to preserve the infant Church from 
the luxuriousness of pagan worship banished 
instrumental music from the Liturgy, and only 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs were in use. 
The particular versification of the psalms gave 
rise to the antiphonal or alternate chant, sung by 
a double choir of psalmodists, and, with the 
exception of partial changes worked by time, the 
main features of Orthodox Church music remain 
to the present day. 

The Orthodox Church Liturgies are the most 
venerable documents of the Early Church, at once 
the type of Liturgical worship and a pure foun- 
tain of Eucharistic doctrine. The Liturgies most 

6 
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in use are that of St. Chrysostom and that of St. 
Basil, both being abridged adaptations from the 
Liturgy of St. James. 

The prayers in the Horologion and the Euchc- 
logion are mostly the production of St. Basil, 
St. Chrysostom, and others of the early Fathers 
of the Church ; and there are many beautiful 
specimens of devotional composition to be found 
amongst them. The Niceno-Constantinopolitan 
Creed is the only creed used in the Church, in 
conformity with the Council of Ephesus. 

Every Orthodox Church consists of a porch, 
nave, chancel, and sanctuary, with a sacristy and 
credence. The eikonostasis, or screen, separates 
the sanctuary from the rest of the church. It is 
usually covered with sacred paintings, k answers 
the same purpose as the rood-screen of Western 
Churches in keeping the altar from being quite 
exposed to the gaze of common worshippers, but 
is a solid structure ; before it stand colossal 
candlesticks, and lighted lamps are hung along its 
whole face. In the centre are the holy doors, behind 
which hang a veil and before them a lamp. On 
the north side is placed a painting of the Blessed 
Virgin, and on the south side another of Our 
Saviour. Within the holy gates is the sanctuary 
containing the altar, which is richly vested - 7 
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behind it there is a crucifix (the representation of 
Christ thereon being a painting), and on the top 
of it is placed the tabernacle for the reservation 
of the Holy Eucharist, before which a lamp is 
always kept lighted. On the altar lies at all times 
a volume of the Holy Scriptures. North of it is 
the chapel of the Prothesis, with the table at 
which the preparation of the Elements takes 
place. Thence the little and great entrances are 
made. South of it is the sacristy, where the 
priests vest. The pillars are usually painted with 
representations of martyrs, the south wall with 
the Seven Councils, and the north with the para- 
bles or acts of the patron saint. 

The worshippers make the sign of the cross on 
entering and leaving the Church, at the Doxology 
of the Holy Trinity, at the responses, and all 
solemn moments of the Liturgy. Their attitude 
is standing, according to Apostolic practice, and 
genuflexion is not generally practised on Sundays, 
it being considered a day of deliverance, exaltation, 
and joy, in commemoration of the resurrection of 
our Lord. This has been the practice of the 
Ancient Church, ratified by the first Council of 
Nicaea. The same rule applies to the period from 
Easter to Pentecost. Of the prayers in the 
Liturgy, some are appointed to the officiating 
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priest, and are said by him in a low tone, owing 
to the mediatory character of Liturgical prayers j 
the general prayers are said by the priest and 
deacon aloud, and the responses by the choir and 
people. 

The Orthodox Church uses in her worship 
lights and incense, a ad gives honour to the 
Gospel, to the Cross, and to the holy things used 
on the altar. She likewise gives honour to the 
Eikons of our Lord, His saints, and angels, and 
allows in her churches the representation in 
Eikons of the life and work of Christ. In all 
these customs she follows the example of the 
Primitive Christian Church, which borrowed 
much from the worship of the Temple. These 
customs were synodically ratified by the Seventh 
(Ecumenical Council. 

This is the testimony borne by Dr. Neale, 
the latest English historian, of the Orthodox 
Church, from whose pages the following 
description of her present status is transcribed : 
" Extending herself from the Sea of Okhotsk to 
the palaces of Venice, from the ice-fields that 
grind against the Solevetsky monastery to the 
burning jungles of Malabar — embracing a 
thousand languages, and nations and tongues, 
but binding them together in the golden link of 
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the same faith— offering the tremendous sacrifice 
in a hundred Liturgies, but offering it to the 
same God, and with the same rites — fixing her 
Patriarchal Thrones in the same cities as when 
the Disciples were called Christians, first at 
Antioch, and James, the brother of our Lord, 
finished his course at Jerusalem — oppressed by 
the devotees of the false prophet as once by the 
worshippers of false gods — she is now, as she 
was from the beginning, multiplex in her 
arrangements, simple in her faith, difficult of 
comprehension to strangers, easily intelligible to 
her sons, widely scattered in her branches, 
hardly beset by her enemies, as were her Divine 
founders, yet still and evermore what she delights 
to call herself — One, Only, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic." 

For the detailed doctrinal teaching of the 
Orthodox Church the English reader is referred 
to *' The Orthodox Doctrine," by- Archbishop 
Plato 3 and " The Doctrine of the Russian 
Church," by Blackmore 5 " The Divine Liturgy" 
(Masters), and other works. In London the 
service may be seen at the Church of St. Sophia, 
Moscow Road, Bayswater, where it is conducted 
in the Greek language 5 but to be seen in its 
full grandeur and magnificence it must be wit- 
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nessed in the larger churches and cathedrals in 
those countries where the Holy Orthodox 
Religion prevails. 

" Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find 
rest for your souls." (Jer. vi. 16.) 

" Prove all things ; hold fast that which is 
good." (i Thes. v. 21.) 

" No man also, having drunk old wine, straight- 
way desireth new ; for he saith, The old is better,' " 
(Luke v. 39.) 
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